


WILDFIRES - SAN DIEGO EXPERIENCES 

Disaster Related Waste Streams  

 

Wildfires and emergency/disaster Waivers 2003 & 2007 

 

Wildfires and emergency/disaster Waiver 2014 



WILDFIRES 2003  



WILDFIRES 2003 

M I R A M A R  L A N D F I L L   T H E  L O S S  ( 3  F I R E S )   

280,278 acres 
Destroyed 5,000 buildings   

Damage 63 buildings, 148 vehicles 

15 fatalities and 104 Firefighters 

injured 

Estimated loss $1.1 billion 

 



WILDFIRES 2003 - DEBRIS 

127,000  tons of debris unincorporated areas 

 

County supported programs  estimated 43 to 45% recycling rate 

 

Private property cleaning program estimated 24% recycling rate  

 

$20 per ton reduced disposal fee for remainder 

 

Estimated to save about 185,000 cubic yards of landfill space 

 



WILDFIRES 2007 

 

Status Nov 6, 2007 



WILDFIRES 2007 

R A N C H O  B E R N A R D O  T H E  L O S S  ( 6  F I R E S )  

  

402,600 acres 
   
Structures destroyed 3,300 
  
Structures damaged  92 
  
Vehicles destroyed 223 
  
Fatalities 16 / Injuries 127 
 
1 million people evacuated 
 
Estimated loss $1.8 billion 
 
  

 



WILDFIRES 2014 

F I R E  M A P  T H E  L O S S  ( 1 4  F I R E S )  

  

26,000 acres 
   
Structures destroyed 65 
  
Structures damaged  19 
   
Fatalities 1 / Injuries 6 
 
121,000 people evacuated 
 
Estimated cost $60 million 
  
 
  

 



REGIONAL AND LOCAL RESPONSES 

Conditional Waiver Disaster Debris/Wastes 

 Temporary Waste  Piles /Mass Mortality – SDRWQCB, SWRCB 

       Debris/Waste  Management  - CalEPA, DTSC 

 Disposal  Fire Wastes at Landfills – SDRWQCB 

 Wildfire web pages – Resources and Guidance - SDRWQCB 

Local Agencies 

 Debris Sampling Protocol 

 Debris/Waste  Management  - Household Hazardous wastes 

 Ash and Asbestos cleanup / Recycling  Burned Wastes 

 Burned Vehicles Haul and Disposal 

 Boil Water Orders  

State 

Regional 

Local 



WAIVER 12 –DISASTER WASTES 

●  Temporary waste piles & surface impoundments  

●  Emergency activities in non-federal waters of the State  

●  Dredge/fill in non-federal waters of the State 

●  Other discharges of emergency/disaster related wastes  

 ○ Mass mortality of animals -  temporary waste piles and 

 emergency landfills  

 ○  Oil and oily water –oil spill response marine waters 

 



EFFECTIVE BMPS 





LESSONS & RECOMMENDATIONS  

Develop local /regional tools and plans early 

 

Automatic Regulatory actions (Waivers)  

 

Agency Coordination is key to success  

 

Off the Shelf Construction BMPs work 

 


